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SUBJECT: EXIMBANK LOAN FOR NEW AIRCRAFT: AIR ZAIRE'S FINANCES 
REF: KINSHASA 2482 

1. I CONGRATULATED MINISTER OF TRANSPORT EKETEBI TODAY 
ON EXCELLENT BEGINNING TO SOLVE AIR ZAIRE S FINANCIAL 
PROBLEMS REPORTED REFTEL. EKETEBI CONFIRMED THAT $20 
MILLION WAS ONLY A FIRST STEP AND THAT GOZ WOULD PROMPTLY 
TACKLE ADDTIONAL CAPTIAL NEEDS PLUS REQUIREMENT FOR 
MONTHLY SUBVENTIONS. 

2. EKETEBI SAID AS RESULT OF TRIPARTITE MARCH 21 MEETING 
AND INTERDEPARTMENTAL GROUP WOULD BE SET UP CONSISTING 
OF CHEFS DECABINET OF TRANSPORT, FINANCE, AND THE 
NATIONAL BANK AND AIR ZAIRE. THIS WOULD ENABLE DEPARTMENTS 
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CLOSELY AND EAL WITH PROBLEMS ON A CURRENT BASIS. 

3. EKETEBI INDICATED THAT, IN ADDITION TO OTHER 
ECONOMIES BEING RECOMMENDED (REFTEL), HE AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES WOULD URGE DROPPING UNECONOMIC STOPS 
IN EUROPE. MOREOVER. AIR ZAIRE WOULD NOT MOVE PROMPTLY 
TO INAUGURATE SERVICES TO COUNTRIES WITH WHOM RECENT 
AIR AGREEMENTS HAD BEEN SIGNED. RATHER, ECONOMIC 
FEASIBILITY STUDIES WOULD BE MADE TO DETERMINE BEST 
ROUTES AND ALSO THE TIMING OF IMPLEMENTATION. VANCE 
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